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Convener’s Comment

The Meadows are not disposable

From a distance the Meadows and Bruntsfield Links look magnificent. They are a real
asset to our beautiful Festival City. So it is sad that most of this newsletter has to be about
current problems. But unless the Friends can encourage better management we are failing
in our purpose and wasting everyone’s time.

To barbecue, or not to barbecue? The argument has continued over the last few
years between the traditionalists — ‘we never did it’ — and the trendies — ‘young people
enjoy it’. There has been uncertainty about the standing in law of parks management rules,
and on the feasibility of enforcing any prohibition. But by now some things are obvious.
Already this year you can see over 200 burnt patches - hundreds of square feet of turf.
What is the point of time and money spent on trying to get a Green Flag, when what can be
seen on the ground are black barbecue scars? Discreetly sited paving slabs, some of them
within metres of signs prohibiting barbecues, have achieved no more than the advice on
disposable barbecues to be careful. It will be a year before that grass has grown again.

The burnt areas have added to the bare earth patches caused by last August and
September’s events. In spite of the decision of the May 09 Council meeting, there has been
no evaluation of the impact of those events. Now it looks as though the whole of the
Meadows and Bruntsfield Links are being treated as disposable. But where will the Council
get another park?

Before it is too late, the lighting of disposable barbecues on the grass must be
banned. They are not designed to be used on grass, as is made clear in the accompanying
instructions (see page 3). Senior officials have to enforce a ‘no burning of the grass’
policy, before any more of it is ruined. Audrey Simon, a FOMBL member, has documented
overleaf the serious problems that arise. The concrete slabs have to be clearly signposted
immediately: this should have been done when they were put down. Other properly
maintained barbecue areas have to be seriously considered. Please tell your Councillors that
the Meadows are not disposable!

Chris Wigglesworth

The Summer Meeting of Friends of the Meadows & Bruntsfield Links will be held on
Thursday 24 June at 7.30 p.m. in the Croquet Pavilion, Leven Terrace. The speaker
will be David Rimer, Veterinary Surgeon and Chairman of the Meadows Chamber
Orchestra, on the subject of ‘Fauna in the Meadows’.

All are welcome.
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